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.(Railroad Secretary Refuscs to Bt
Bribccl Off and Starts Big

1 Crusadc.

WORSE THAN EVER, HE SAYS

Employcs Bcjng Constantly Blcc
of Hard Earncd Wages
Nccded by FamUies.

Declarlng tliat thc ovll has renp-
pc-arcd In llli'limonfl ln Its worst forin
«ndi lntliniitlii.tr thnt the pollce are
len/lng It to hlm lo flocuro ull evl-
<lo*»v\ Secretary S. L. Thomas, of tht
railroad brnnrli nf (lu- Young Men's
Clirlstlini ANsot-latlon, has entered>vlg-
orously on ii t.-rusaile linvlng for Its
object Ihe 'rtestriu-tlon uf gambllng
dens ln general, .-unl lii partlcular of
.those regulnrly bloedlng rnllway em-
ployc-t? of hnrd carnod wages.

In a statfoment mado yesterday, Mr.
Thomas nsserts that n few days ago
'he was approached by Alexander Illt-r-
fholzer, ono of tho threo men eoiivlcted
ln the l'olhi- Court on Saturday of
o-i«rnting a joint at Nn. 1000 AVest
"Bro.-ul Street, who Offered hlm $00 if
ho would iliop thn cpap ngnlnst tho trio.'
/Thn emlHsary of thn ganihlcrs wns notl-
Jlc-d ln no uncertairi manner tliat tho
Hccrclary wns in thi.- llght to stay, and
tlic c-onvlclion of tho men on Saturday
resultod largely from evldence pro-
duccd by Mr. Thomas.

Wor-ie Thnn Ever, He .Sny*.
When seen last nlght.- Mr. Thomiis

fsnld that from personal nhservation
.he was led to bclicvo thnt there is
,-nore gambllng ln Rlchmond to-day
than there has heen.'for yeors, cer-.' taluly among rallroad'men wlth whom

j Jt'o comes In contnet in the course of
hin dally work. «

""Every nny ilnj-." «nlil "Ir. Thoiiin-i,.'flfty orslxty rnllroail men ot Jllch-
inond so lo Ihc.ie plucc.i ii ti 1 iny doirn
every cent of Ihelr money; on tlic vn-
rlous gnmr.N, Whj-, iu one ense wlileli
runic lo my ntlenilon not long- um, the
mannger of n uumiiiing Iioiinc ivherc
« rnllroail mun lmd heen lili-.l of hu
entlre monlh'-i pny, hml tlic offrontery,wllb R eerlnlu irrlm Irony, to grlvo the
man ii ilollnr or tivo to take liomc ivlt*»
hiui. »o thnt he mlght make n tfootl
»hoiring nnd not npiienr ciitlrcly
hrokc.*'

Itnllroail Issuch Order.
In the trlal of Hierholzer, Henry

Romcr and Morgan Jones. the three
men connected wlth the. place at 1000
"West Broad Street, tho defenso was
that the house was a O'club," and At¬
torney Gilbert Pollock offered to ln-
troducc a book showlng a llst of
..members." Thls book ls ln posees-
eion of the court. and ss nn appeal has
been taken to thc Hustlnga Court, ull
those entered as members wlll bc sum-
inoned as wltnesses. It ls now learned
that one railroad centring ln Rich¬
mond has Just lssued orders that
al! Its employcs found to be frequentlnggambllng houses are to he sutnniarllytttsxnlsaed. As a result of thls it ls
expected that devtlopments of an un-
pleasant nature wlll follow thc hcar-
in_s in the Hustings Court and the
publtcation of the llst of thc members
of the ""club."'

Secretary Thomns is conVInced thatthere Is more sambllrg in Rlchmondthan there wns at tll0 timo of lh(ifamous Wyatt crusade somo yearsfcince, when a miinhei- of noto'rlou"Joints were broken up and thelr para-phernalla was burned In front of theCity Han. The secretary says the po¬llce have not failed to co-operat. withhim t-o far, bnt :-.av» jeSt it to hlwhowever. to sery-* ¦-,. :.-....-...
deoce, and __v« a_u$e :¦.'. '¦-

Ciic _._.- _-....: .... ........

CD *.-.':.: -.

*Jt-»*-_ v. _te» lUa_

that ,.-.¦¦' V:'< ...*'. -;.', r:l: '¦ ¦. '¦'¦
The coa*i ict< -: : ....-:..- .....

much ;.;-.-¦'.; -. .. ... .". _¦_¦

Several mlt .¦¦'..-. ... v
the Yhxlovt n ¦¦:¦.-..

hlm boi te :..,.-" -,'¦'..
aectlor. wns Ko. : Bffoad. __a¦wben tr.i_l ca_e <-¦.-. .. -^.......

al) of these nxc-t -.¦ .
..-

rumrnoned ae ttitj ..-,,,..:
they know about ...

Afterward san "
In explair.'.sic i; .¦ .. :. -¦..¦ .J',
"club" to ti.e eat .; -.... smer-
lor offlcc-re.

I'ollce to Co-Opemtr
Chlef of Pollce Louls ""..... -. <-

«ccn last nlght sald y -;'
could count on the .-:. ¦-. o-op-ra-
tlou of tho Polir.- De] rtment in hb>
'crusatle agalnst gambllng. >:_;-.. ..

ner bc-llev.--s that theri r .- veryllttle gambllng in ihe city ol i'::f; sdrt
that the pollce- can nacii. but admitted
that several plnr.-s :itt- .;.:..,. ,..',;,
"Uuder IU«_- prcneal l«»««,- smLi the

chlef, "It l» -xlrenu-ly illlll.ult «o miikr
..¦ case iigniiiAt a ganihlliig hoiute. "t\>
.mny kuon tU.{ gamhlltig u Koiiu- on
ln » certaln plnee, litit many of thr
liltu-rft nre ruu uuder elnb eluirterx, uuti
nro lleeiifed for eerlnlu eniueK. In
tlii-nc en-ien tiie poliee niuxt prove noi
.uly the fiiot thnt Knnihliii|- l» Kt,inu
»n, hut iiI.m, the iiiiu-mriuhi-rxlilp iu tl,,
club of the Rnmhler. We ninut alxi
.how thnt the house l« luteremed Ii
the Knine, llmt It ln not Just it frlendl;
ipime lietuecu two <>r more people| ii
.tber wordK thnl Ihey 'feed Ihe kltty.
or pny ii proportlon or i-iteli -.liike t.
the proprlctar* thi*. evlilenc-e Ih exeei-tl
Ingly UlIIIouII to get. Wc Imve pullci
¦e.\eml giiiulilliig Iioukcn, both wlill
. nil etilnreil. Inlely, imii lu thc lu-it fei
"Jior have Nei-ureil nevernl eouvletioii>
t\e it III iiKNlNt ?lr. TIioiiiiin In iiuv ivii
.*.o-.»iihle."

Ruu Them Out.
Pollce Justico John J. Crutchfleh

was even moro vohement Iu?t nlglu
. itnough he stated tliat he was not I
» position tr, Hay how prevnlent tli
rainhlhiK cvil Is nt present in Rlch
Wona.
Tho Justico declared that whlle eac

.aae brought beforo hlm would huv
to be declded on its merlts, lin |s wlllinto fctan.i on his record as to the coi;
duct of hi.s court.

'.Pernouully," wnlrt ihe JtulBe, "I .,.Uoluiely opposeil lo n.. kuiuIiIIb
ftouneK. und I moiiIiI |lkc to Nt-e ever
nne In ftleliraoiul lirokrit up, j reeiutbe pok.f-r-hoii-.i-N iu the worwt furt
ln faet, inu.-li more ilniiKerou, thuu tl,
pmiiU rrup J'.lntN, uml I lielleve Ih,
.houlil be ruu out. I gnve Cnnepu.enlenee at t'MO flne uuil oue iluy
$nll. The lilclur eourt niiklnlneil h
flne, hut miiliii.l Ihe Juil ttenteni
Then iviien tlione Itirre c-uuie up Sh
urduy from limu Went llrouil Slre.
¦nd were couvleted to my ktitUfnelli:
I rrpeated tbe nuiue flne, luii mmle
|«II Menteace (en ilnj». If tbe prn
mh be produeed I don't think

Ilteeordt, .tvlll khoiv jiny uudue Iruleu
»¦ thc part ot tht l'olice Court."

CHILDREN SWARM STREETS BECAUSE THEYHAVENO PLAYGROUNDS

lillior plctures show contrnst betivceu
i-lillilr.-n pln.vlnu ln slr»-et«, Niirraiindeil
by cara iinil wngnns, nml thnnc enjoy-
liiK Ihe Mnfe'nniti*cment« In the grouud*
nrrniiKeil for them.

MADE UNCIE JOE
.

"I Am a Virginian Myself Now,'
Mr. Rooscvelt Said to

Lady Maccabees.

Though defeated in the ,much-dis-
cussed, long-nntleipated competltlon
with their Washlngton rivals, the Lady
Macctit>ees of illvo No. 3, ln RIchmond,
who composed the winnlng tcnm at tlio
Jumestown Exposltlon, are returning
to the city wlth many pleasant recol-
lections of the trlp nnd somethlng of
an unusual record of lnterestlng expe-
rlences that Included not only slgnal
and flattering attention from President
Roosevelt, but gallant courtesles from
lUncle Joe Cannon himself.a much
more forhiddlng personage.
"Of nll good people that lt has been

our pleasurc to meet, the Natlonal
Hlvc proved one of tho best," says an
enthusiastic member of the RIchmond
Hlvc.

After the drlll thero was a hail.
which lasted until tho weo small
hour«. This was followed tho
next dny by slghtseelng. Wc wer-:-
escorted by tho' ladies and genttc-
men of the National Illve. and called
on the President. who received us very
cordially. Mr. Roosevelt said that ne
is now a part of Vlrnrinia, and would
always be glad tc have tho lodles of
tho Old Oominlon call on him When in
Washlngton.
"From the Whlte House, which was

opened especlally for us?, as il lvtii
eiosed pen.ling nrrangements for a re-

e repuirc-d to
after whlch

and 'tobk in'
other slgln.s

ft* Cannon did
l.o his. offlce

ite ebtertain-

\ l»«ui 7 "ii*.T K.I

valuable, and now ha*. it prew
alcohoi.

FRiVO
SPEAKER DECLARbS

Condemns Theatre-Going, Danc-
ing and Indiscriminatc Read¬

ing of Fiction.
Before the Epworth Leago* ol 93$

Jumt-a Methodlst Church on I'rl'l&y
nlght .Mr. W. M. Rlckers dcllvertd waaddress on "I/jhs ot-Soul Uta," ;>;.<;polnted out Home of ihe danger* thatbeset young people to-day. He .¦-¦

prosised thu hope tliat "tho tyra^ywlth whlch a harrrifiH popular »:rror
haa hold on tho young heart mny be
broken.the conceptlon that spirjiualllfe Is'safo'whon one slinply rerralnn
from viclous practlces." Re declared
that lt ls iiulto posslble for a paraonlo hb socluliy pure and thbrally up-rlglit nnd yet starve to death the

'iKplrltual fucultles by noglcictlrig to
iioiirish iiieni in accordance wlth nidri-
tual laws,

J "Tlie groatOfit problem wlth whleh.] the church has to deal," he said, "1*
.; that of havlng Its young commuiii-
li-anis from tlio tldo of filvollty andidlyeralon thal Is Hetting ln no strong-iJ ly.tlivtitrii-golng, ilmiclng, the too ii'l-dlscrlmlnato reading of flctJon
...i.ii.i fciu-ii itk«; u iu m.t to i.o oxpaoted"Itbat young pooplo shall be ton «taid
. -'.ii.: pronmturely old and ho freo from
. proper pleasurc*. but tho church iw.. ihe rlght to .-xani compllanqo withhoi'! dlsclpllne, whlch |H nelther liarsh not
e.uiireasoniibl..-, an.l whlch U iu the in.
yj.iorest o( tlie Kpliituul welfaro of ili-.younjfr,"

Scnb'rook's "VVnrchouse, whlch clty wlll probnbly itsc ns plnyRround for chll¬
dren.

IE FOUGHT LIKE
FIENDS IN DJUH

Lone Officer Nearly Downed by
Crapshooters, but Pluckily

Held On.
Wlth the room plunged into dark-

ness and negroes fighting madly tc
escape, Blcycle Policeman Gordon
Smith stood up against nine crap¬
shooters early Sunday morning, and
was nearly downed ln the melee.

Policemen Atkinson, Smith and Kcl-
lum Wero tlpped off about the game,
and while Smith went Inslde the oth¬
ers stood guard at the doors. Smith
first saw them seated round a table
.black knlglits of the crap table.on
which money was spread ln plentlful
profusion nnd from whlch a black-
t-ned lamp was sendlng up its smokc
to the ceillng. Tlio backs of the play¬
ers were toward the officer, and
they dldn't hear him until he had
j?ot inslde nnd closed the door. But
some sort of mentai telepathy convoy-
ed the fact of his presenee to the.i
minds, and wlth one accord the negroes
looked around. Immediately the lamj:
¦aas.dashed to the floor. bursting Intc
flamt-, and the congregation broke ioi
doors and windows.
Tbe tablr "

was smashed, -n-indow
tzsbef v.--jTe crasned into &.ud one mar
took a beader through the gl_s« door
foU-oared by three o:L*j>.. ^ilne ras
into Smith trying to get by. He- lal'.
.-¦-.-. .¦_.::¦. -x-iVn S.EU5 ktS'l pleloJ btitt

!3£ znz.Ch
a flayed

:.. Hfas
kr.ii'_ac

TO STAY HERE

Slllff
100 MUCH FOR II

Negro Thisi Jmaped Ttew&

Akmg V/iih jj^a.
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MUROER SENT.

Relatives Pack Pettus Off to Cali-
fornia in Hope That He Will

Never Return.

Before the sun sets to-day. W. B.
Pettus, who last Aprll murdered a col¬
ored woman named .Lizzie Allen ln his
boardlng house on Nlnetoenth Street
by cuttlng her throat from ear to ear,
then attempted to kill the foreman
of the gang ln which he had been etn-

ployed on Broad Street, near Mlller &
Ilhoads, and was aftorward acquittod
on the ground of Insanlty, will be far
on his way to Californla, to whlch
place some of his .famlly connectlons
started hlm Saturday nlght.
After his trlal Pettus was sont to

the Eastern Stato Hospltal, from whlch
he was liberated durlng tho' followlng
July. On his return to Itlchmond he
was rearrested, the poiice authorlties
regard ing hlm as too dangerous to bc
allowtid at large In the city. He has
slnce been in Ja.il.

OLDEST MINISTER IN
UNITED STATESDEAD

The Remarkable Career of
Rev. Angus Johnson, of
Texas, Who Leaves
Relatives in

Richmond.
After Hevcrity-two' years of contlnu-

Lous work ln tho tnlnlstry ot the South-
f-iu i-.-enbyterlan Church, thc Rov, Ari-
jcut Johnson dled one' wook ago at hls
Uwuii ln Avalon, Texas, ln thc one hun-
'.':.'....'. yoar of" hls age. Ho wns prob-

|| uUly *.h>: oldest minlstor ln thls couri-
jjitij- iu actlve servlce,'and in rocent
.j.y.uts.r* one of hls great doslres was to
i|:L\<uud "'it hls centenary and to preach
a seivuoii on hls ono*. hundredth blrth-

i.fltty. which waa'a few .months off at
!Lshv tlir.e of hls death. Among hls _e-
Hct-.r.-iarits aro two. 'gr»ndchlldi.ii.Mra.

|.1.<. ti. Wi-i-iie, of No. 303 East Maln
S5trr-*-t, nnd Mr. W, T»- Johnson, ofthls
elt.v.t.-;.i two great-grandchlldren.
A!i.-i Luclllo Werne and Master Charles
¦yitou/r Wcrn'o, chlldrem ot Mrs. K. D.
\\'er-:ir.

Iteiiinrkable Cnrccr.
I'or nearly three-quarters of a cen-

iv.i-y tho Rev. Mr. Johnson had been
-a jj_*il«ter ln the1 South, ¦; and for tho
Hm.ni tv.'enty-two years ho had beon in
!<.'-.<>¦>¦.: or tho Preabyterlan churches of
AvttJ'Jii and a nolghborlhg town. Up
Ui two months beforo hls death.he was

j.il«.-Mv«j ii hls .mlnlsterlal. work, oftcn
llrtdli.g ten nillea *to' an' afternoon up-
\y. ¦! '.--M-iii; imt durlng. tho last fi-.w
!>¦"-¦- hls advanced ago and entecblod
M"i"ililoii conipellea' hlm tb rolinqulsh
l«W»/;y of hls dutles.'

A natlve of ttobes'on county, N. C,
5..**'?;'ii»: ho was born August 28, 130S,
'¦¦>¦ wuii licensed .to preach on Aprll

¦\p)t IMfl, by tho' Preabytery of Har-
'"..¦.¦', iu South Carolina,' Ho served

'.i"n ln' tho Ca'rollrias, Mlsnlsalppl,
T'«'i-.-!ii.M nnd Florlda,. untll, ln 18S0,
i.v. was called to the pastoruto of tho
j'-'. .irh at Avalon. ¦'.'.' ,,

/ ',Wluiii tho General-ABSoinbly of the
.'<"' -iiytorlan Church; '.South, met m

'Vl'on, Uoiih. Toxas, ln'19Q5. tho voner-

'{«l'lit mliilster was.tho fo'nlnr dolegate,
ihuui wlth hls wlfe was tho especlal
.Uuert of the body.--Speakers on llio
.'.llour "f tho body- ropoateiUy referrod
'{lo Iho long and'usefpl careor of "-'"J

iluK'-a iiilulstor. It was at.thls tlme that
i Jlr. Johnson. then'. nlnety-Blx yeu?**
i uM, .-.Miiessed the aealro tc» »vo «>ut
I hla hundrod yeara. an*lH° re*)uate.dly
i «|h-|«, of tho -crraonshe.wn^t'f.'t to dellver ln Popt. "Worth,ft"d Ihtllus
, when |,. wns ft centeharlan.
* Kiiiiwu Tiirougl»«M« ""'.* ''

.,.,
i with hls -wlfe. who BirvlviiH h n,
t Mr. Johnson,. ln th« Bprlil* ot 3U«0,
) vlHlu-,1 th. acones 'of hls m»>0I£.-J1
r On. Carotlnas. preaphlng i", H« W'J
I iiyterinii Church at Oheravw », .u.,

r tevt-nty years. bo<orer#e -OttO 4lstln«f.

lt
Famlly of Mr. Richardson Unable

to Take Body to Old Home
in Louisa.

The lmpassable condltlons of tho
country roads wlll provent the rela¬
tlves of Mr. Davld S. Rlchardson, who
dled at hi3 homo, No. 317 West Mar¬
shall Street, on Saturday nlght from,
taking tbe body to. the old fam¬
lly homestead in Louisa, as had been
planned.
A brother of Mr. Rlchardson, who

reached the clty yesterday from Loulaa.
brought the informatlon that as a ro-
roadn aro ln excoedlngly bad condl¬
tlon. As the cortego would havo about
ten mlles to travel over these roads,
after it left the train. the famlly alter-
ed arrangements Tor tlio funeral, ond
the Interment wlll bo made at -II
o'clock thls morning in Rlver View
Cemetery. If the weather is favorublu
the services wlll bo held at the gravo.

REV. ANGUS JOH*V$OX.
recollectlon of the events which im-
prossed hlm as a boy ln 'the Carolinaij
durlng the War of 1812, and of tho
celebratlon over the peace treaty wlth
lOngland in 181B. Ho was prosant at
tho recoptlon given ln Columbia, S. C,
to tho Marquls do Lafayette on hla
vlslt to thls country.
'Mr. .Johnson was wldoly known, and

generally loved,'throughout tho Pros-
byterian Church, havlng- been many
tlmes a delegate to the General As¬
sembly. HIk. career In the mlnlstry Is
probably unequaled In thla country.

RA1SES $34,000
FOR NEW COLLEGE

Single Gift of $10,000 Made at
First Baptist Church Here

Yesterday.
Wlthout the whole congregation

prosent, the First Baptist Church, of
RIchmond, yesterday morning sub-
s_crlbed $31,000 to the fund belng ralsed
for the erectlon and endowmcnt of the
now Woman's College. When all the
returns aro ln, tho sum wlll be ln¬
creased to $40,000. *

.

The genorous responso mado by thls
church, the largest and strongest of
the dcnomlnation In Virginia, Is
thought practlcally to insure the suc¬

cess of the movemenc for the college,
as country cliurchea in all parts of tho
State are coming forward readlly, tn

proporltlon to their means. In the col¬
lectlon at tlio Flrst Church yesterday
there was ono subscrlptlon of $10,000
and one of $3,000, but.the major por-
tioiv of tho fund camo from smaller
contrlbutors, to whom the glfts. per¬
haps, representud even moro of a sac-
riflce. Those who wetit over tho papers
statod that the response was general
among those who attended,, but that.
owlng to tho wlntry day, thorc wero
n number of absentees who are stlll
to bo heard from.

Soem* AsHiircil.
The cnmpalgn for the college ls

niovlng rapldly. The congregation of
the Second 'Baptlst Church, which has
just gono through a new buildlng
campalgn, has beon called upon for
?20.000 of. the fund, and is already-at
work ralsing the amount. Other
churches nre quietly looklng about to
seo how much they can sccure. Vona-
hle Street Church has already es-
cceded Its amount of" $2,000 by $800,
and is stlll ln the race.
Somo tlme ago the Genoral, Education

Board of New York. an" organlzation
financed largely. by John IX Rockerel-
le'r, offered to glve $150,000 toward
tlie estnbllshmont and endowment of a
Central Woman's College, provlded the
Baptists of the Stato raise $350,000.
Tlie dcnomlnation took tho matter up.
RIchmond was declded on as. the nat-
ural and proper location for tho new
Instltutlon, and already more than half
the amount needed has been ralsed.
Tho churches are evldontly ln earnest,
and the establishmcnt of the instltutlon
seems- assured.

I(iiImi-i] lu Norfolk.
The followlng special was received

last nlght from Norfolk:
"Stirred by tho oloquent appeals of

the Rov. Dr. B. C. Henlng, Dr. F. W.
Boatwright and the Rev. Dr, S. C.
Mitcholl, six of the Norfolk Baptlst
Churches to-dny ralsed. $7,000 toward
the endowment fund ot tho Womnn'3
Coli^ire, and Dr. Honlng to-nlght do-
clurcii that the total in Norfolk ond
Fortwmouth would rca« h $12,000 to
$1.1.000. Tlie canva^i, l<> on ln earn¬
est. ,

"Not half of tho churches of 'the
two cltles havo-been vislted, and thu
enthuslasm created" gives promlse of
even-'i'leo ter results."

NEGRO CONGREGATION
REACHEDFOR CHICKEN

Hen Flew in Church Window and \Deacon Ghased
Fowl So Hard He Fell in Dock and Had

v to Be Fished Out.
, Struylng . from hor-hu,tural confliios,
a lonosoino hon yestorday .-afternoon
flow through tho broken wlndow of u
cortnln colored church located near the
rlver, nnd roostod on the back of a
pow In llie moiu-norH' sootlon.. The
congregation, aftor a Jong poiilod pf
Blioutlng hnd HubHldod. ln prayor, but
Inimedlatoly Imndu began to itch and
eyes lo glnro, Ilearlng tho commotlon,
the parson oponed hla eyes and saw
vthe cause of tho dlwturbanoe. Reprovingtlio. peoplo for thelr, too inanifest
unxtuty lcut tho hoivosuapet Ue called

to a. stalwart deacon to remove tho
fowl. The deacon sidled.up to tho hon.
but she took fllght, with the deacon
ln hot pursult,' Out of the door they
went,. tho hen aqunwklng wlth every
Jump. Ills oyes.on the hon, the deacon
dldn't notlce where ho was hcadlng,
und beforo ho;lcnew whero. he 'was-"at",
ho plungecl hoad flrst Into'tho dook.
Tho congregation pulled hlm out, but
the hon was hy that tlm'o-baak on hor
roost, rolatlng the story to "her- slstors,
The parson. gave . tip tbe serv|eea ln
dlsgust, and tho 'congregation i.went
home to di'oum of cliickau, £

WANT SYSTEM OF
PLAYGRQUNDS HERE

First Step in Movement to B<s
Acquisition of- Historic Old
.Warehouse for Purpose.

CITIZENS TO MEET TO-DAY

Important
_

Results Expectcd to;
Follow Conference in Council,
Chamber I'his Afternoon,

That cltlzens of Richmond are at
last nrpused to tha long-lgnored need
of publlc ploygrounds .for chlldren, ts
indlcated ' by the Intorost manifested
on all sldos Jn a conference to be held
at t, o'clock thls afternoon tn tho Coun¬
cll chamber of ti.* Clty Hall. to whlch
the publlc have beon Invlted by a
call, aignod hy tho Clvlc Improvemontlyeague, tho Richmond Kdttcation As¬
sociation, tho Nurses' Scttiement, the
Asspclatod Charltleu and tho Nino-
tccnth Streot Mlsslon.
Tho princtpnl ohjoct of this confer¬

ence. ovor whlch Mr. James Casklo wlllpreside, in tho encuuragemem of tho
paMKiigc of an ordinance, lately cou-
sidorcd by the IJourd of Aldcrmen, lu
ostabllsli and equlp a playground 011 the
slto of hbitorlc old Scubrook's Ware¬house, owned by' thn clty, and coverlmt
about two-thirds of tbe block. bound¬
ed by Sevontoonth, Elghtecnth, firace
und J.iri.iid Stri;etH.' Thls block ls declared to b<; nu
ideal location for tlie uHtabllshment «t
a safo and convenlent playground,
which, wlth its opportunltles for tho
dovolopment of tho chlld, Is howhero
moro sadly needed than ln the con-
gosted dlstrlct Hurroundlng tho Old
Markot.

IlcBlnnlng of H>*tcm.
The plan is to pull down the in-

tc-rlor portlon of tho warehouse, le,tv-
Ing the shc.l.i on the street-as tbey
nre for uso In bad weather, and utilbi-
Ing the open area for modern out-dtior
gymnaslutn apparatus of tbe lati*t
steel framo doslgn, for basket-ball.
flves court, see-aaws, tether bull and
other healthful games.
Tho ndvlrfablllty of cstabllshlng such

« plnyground, whlch shall bo'but thu
beglnnlfig of'a system of publlc parks
and grounds for chlldren, where "keep
off the grass" algns do not flourlah,
and whero iho chlld can not only safe-
ly and happlly play, but Is taught to
do so, is coming to bo generally recog¬
nlzed in RIchmond. That thls necesslty
Is presslng and Insistent can be shown
any day one carcs to stroll thd length
of ono of the resldence streets whorn
swarms of little people are trylng '<>
amuse themselves In the whlrl of nuto-
moblles, street cars, carrlages and run-
abouta "»¦

Importancc of Work.
"If ono wondcrs at tho rcpeated acd

mlraculous escapes of the chlldren, ono
also reflects uport the variety of futuro
citizenshlp such conditions are dcvclop-
ing." said one of the leaders of tbo
playground movement yesterday.
It'would appear that all sociologia's

aro agreed that play has the moat de-
clded Influence upon the morals tio

less than upon. tho pbyslquc of the-
chlld, and It would aecm we ar-

gambtlng against.heavy odds when wo

turn aout 100 per cent. of the futur.j '

cltlzens of RIchmond Into the atreCts
to get an important part ot thelr edu¬
cation. The question naturally arlaci:
What sort of citizon does the street
breed? Certainly not the best sort, And,
to the skeptlcal, who look back upon
a happy chlldhood spent In RIchmond
wlthout publlc playground* und ara

not consclous of havlng forfeltcd thelr
tltle to Mr. Good Cltlzen, the advocate*
of thq ordinanco reply that the vu-

cant lots and baseball ilelds of yore,
tho rarge yards and qulet streets havo
passed away. -at least for tho major
portlon of tho childron of the present
days.
"Tho chlldren aro torccd to play m.

tho streets now, In almost every >ward
of the clty. but partlcularly is this
the cuae in th0 dlstrlct where the pro¬
posed play centre ls to be located, and
especlally aro tho evil results notlced
there.

"IVhnt Hns Been Done.
"Mr. Burbank, who has made, such

a reputatton by his marvelous work
wlth flowers and plants, when, ln rc-

peatlng what bad been eaid, "that the

way to refortn a man is to begin with
his grandfather," added: "True, begln
with his grandfather, but begin with
the grandfather when he ls a chlld."

"The playground, ls the placo to
begin wlth the chlld, especlally wlth
the chlld of the tonement dlstrlcta.
He or sho should be oncouraged by
every attraotlon *to go there: should
be taught healthful nnd lnvigorating
games and exercisos, and receivo moral
und physlcal strength. The publhi
playground wlll Justify Itself alono
upon the fact that lt cuts out cvll
uKHOciatlons. But it does more: lt
butlda up better tlbro of mlnd and body.
'Doubtless .many people ln RIchmond

o.re unfamlllar with the excellent re-

hults already accompllshed' by play-
grounds in Richmond. Thero has been
for soveral years a small play centre
ln tho rear of tho Methodlst Mlssion.
at Nineteenth and Main Streets, anil
ns cramped as theso qiiarters are, tho
daily average attendance appears to
have boen somethlng ovor 200 chlldren,
who, it ls said, came in somo Instuncos
from as far west as Second Street to
play pn these grounds, Tbe equipment
here was given by a publlc splrlted
cittzen, and the expenses of teachers
and,maintenance aro horne by the Ctvlo
Improvemeiit League. Tho grounds are
opon only during the summer months,
but the good results from evon' so

short a term aro very notlcoable.
At St. AndreWb.

"A most Important Influence is bolng
exortod .by Iho playground muintai'hed
hy St. Andrew's Church., This ls a vory
large and woll-oqulpped playground.
wlth a malu Instruetor, baseball
grounds and modern nppnratua for chil¬
dron of all agos.
"Tho onjoyment derlved by tho

young patrons, hero is most apparent,
and if the beneflt ls less so, a fow mln¬
utes' talk wlth the Instructors wlll con-
vlnoe the most skeptlcal.
"When Chlcago ls spending $5,000,000

for tho maintenance nnd extension of
Its playgrounds, Now York razlng acres
of tencment buildings to mako room
for them. and .'all the larger cltles of
tho country are approprlatlng tncreasi-
Ing sums annualiy for tho same pur¬
pose, tho Importance^of the movement
Is manifest. Doubtless a large num¬
ber of cltlzens-wlll attend the confer¬
ence to-morrow, afternoon and plaha,
wberoby Richmond will take her proper
place In the march of clvlo progress,
wlll bo perfected." ¦#,,;;

DR0PPED DEAD
Aged WliKo Mnn KxplrcK wbllo Oiittiuu

Wo<»il.
While cuttlng wood ln hla yard yes¬

terday afternoon, Stephan Anderson.
a'n aged white man of 1508 North
Twenty-second Street, t'oll doad,. *!.
had been slck fav some tlme. Coroper
Taylor'pronouimod death duo t» apo-


